
CHURCH OF SAINT AUGUSTINE 
Parish Council Meeting 

September 9, 2019 
 
In attendance: Anne Marie Kaczorowski, Fr. Bill Cosgrove, Deacon Joe Crothers, 
Charlie Gardella, Kathleen Dwyer, Elaine Conover, Louis DiMauro, Deacon Jim 
Suchy, Ellen Rice, Glen Dietrich, Cary Llaurado, Jessica Giglio 
Guests: None 
Excused: Deacon Sam Mobarek 
Absent: None 
 
The meeting started at 7:00 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. After Eucharistic 
Adoration the council members met for the parish council meeting in the Parish 
Conference Room. 
 
Pastor Updates: 

• Jim Blanton has been hired as the new Director of Music Ministry. The 
council is very pleased with his skills and performance. Next week, Jim will 
be giving an announcement at the Masses to advertise joining the choir 

• The Ministry Drives were very successful in gathering new parishioners, we 
plan to continue this in the following year. The Vision Team will work on 
scheduling ministries for this upcoming year.  

• October 20th from 1-3 PM is the blessing of the Rectory and Open House. 
Bishop John O’Hara will be blessing the rectory and Fr. Bill will be organizing 
a small reception. 

 
Kid’s Ministry: 

• Sprouts and Roots will continue to be offered as a ministry this year. Sprouts 
attendance is slowly growing, but roots has a good following.  

o The ministry will start on Sunday, September 22nd and it will run at 
every Mass time during the first week. This will give families at all the 
Masses an opportunity to experience the program and see what the 
ministry has to offer. 

o Anne will be speaking at each of the Masses to advertise the 
program. 

o The preschool room will be organized in the St. Cecilia room as soon 
as the new meeting room is completed. 

• Vacation Bible School had 95 kids in attendance this year. The Kid’s Ministry 
liturgical program will be advertised to the families who registered for VBS. 
 

Hospitality: 
• Kathleen will be taking on welcome cards for new parishioners. 
• The Hospitality Ministry would still like to have a welcome booth in the 

gathering space. The welcome booth is pricy and needs to be considered. 



• Elaine has suggested a coffee hour after the 12 noon Mass to welcome 
new parishioners and create fellowship between parishioners. There was no 
consensus on if this idea will come to fruition next year since it would take 
many volunteers to organize 

• The Hospitality Committee will reinstitute the patio events since they were a 
great success last year 

• Baptism photo initiative did not find a new volunteer to lead the project. 
The initiative might be dropped. 

 
Knights of Columbus: 

• The first Pancake Breakfast will be held on Sunday October 6th after the 9 
AM, 10:30 AM, and 12 Noon Mass. The cost for the breakfast is Free will 
donation. 

• The Knights will be meeting with Fr. Bill to discuss a membership drive and a 
possible item to donate for the upcoming year. 

 
Youth Ministry 

• The youth attended the Steubenville NYC Conference at St. John’s 
University in Queens. Last year (2018) 5 young men attended. This year, a 
group of 18 young people attended the conference. 

• This year will be the first year that Youth Ministry will run two programs, one 
for the middle school youth that is held on the first and third Sunday of the 
month and one program for the high school youth that runs every Sunday. 

• The Youth Ministry Kick-Off is Sunday, September 15 from 6-8 PM in the 
Parking Lot.  

 
Religious Education 

• The Religious Education program is off to a good and smooth start. This 
week is the first week of classes. 

o There are approximately 370 students registered. 
o The appeal from the altar gathered a good group of volunteers. Over 

a dozen committed to assisting the program. 
o Deacon Joe has been hired as the DRE and has been a catechist for 

13 years and certified level 1 and 2, he holds a master’s in theology. 
 
Adult Faith Formation  

• AFF will begin next Wednesday with a movie showing of Unplanned. 
• There will be an instructional Mass for the families in conjunction with 

Religious Education. 
• There will be a schedule in the bulletin this weekend will all the AFF offerings. 
 

Safety Committee 
• Glenn will meet with the Safety Committee to finalize the plans for a security 

system along with several other safety initiatives.  



o The committee gathered estimates for security program with 
cameras. Fr. Bill will review the estimates and recommendations and 
consider what equipment and program the parish will invest in. 

§ This committee was formed after Cardinal Dolan asked that 
parishes put forth a plan to make parishes a safer place. 

o The Parking Lots is another area of concern for the Safety Committee, 
they suggest having arrows painted on the pavement to direct 
traffic, a one way sign near the main street entrance of the church, 
and the words “fire lane” painted on the lane between the Church 
and the School. 

o The AED in the sacristy needs to be placed in the gathering space 
must be in a public space. An additional AED should be placed in 
the basement. Ushers will be trained, and staff should be too. 

o The Committee is evaluating the process in which the parish gives out 
keys to heads of ministry. It is their suggestion that a log be kept 
knowing who has keys and that the keys be returned when they are 
no longer leading a ministry, School classroom doors will be have new 
handles that can be locked on the interior.  

 
Social Action 

• Blood drives gathered 134 units of blood this year. 
• The Moving Forward campaign collected 1,200 products (1,000 last year) 
• The Backpack Drive collected 123 backpacks (109 last year.) These 

backpacks are donated to Catholic Charities. 
• There will be a turkey drive the Sunday before Thanksgiving 

  


